Introduced by Council Members Schellenberg, Hazouri, Anderson, Boyer, Crescimbeni, Pittman, Morgan, Becton, Brosche, Wilson, Freeman, Newby and Ferraro:
RESOLUTION 2018-812
A RESOLUTION LAMENTING THE TRAGIC LOSS OF LIFE IN A PITTSBURGH SYNAGOGUE AND ASSERTING OUR CONTINUED SOLIDARITY WITH AMERICA’S JEWISH COMMUNITIES THROUGHOUT THE NATION; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS,
throughout history, acts of anti-Semitism have surfaced from time to time to uncover an unabashed abhorrence of Jews in all quarters of the world; and 
 
WHEREAS,
there were Russian pogroms, the Dreyfus Affair in France in the 1890s, the Holocaust, the Munich Olympics attack in 1972, the Air France hijacking to Entebbe in 1976, the Achille Lauro in 1985; all have a common thread: virulent attacks, often fatal, on Jews and Jewish communities; sadly, events of October 27, 2018, at the Tree of Life Synagogue, put Pittsburgh in that litany of crimes against humanity; and
WHEREAS, as worshippers attended Shabbat services for the Torah reading, a gunman entered Tree of Life Synagogue in the Squirrel Hill neighborhood of Pittsburgh and massacred eleven congregants; the prayers of the Torah thank God for giving; on this particular Saturday morning, the service was transformed into the loss of precious lives and grief; and
WHEREAS,
like people throughout the country and around the world, the people of Jacksonville were shocked and appalled by the Pittsburgh tragedy; many gathered to offer solace and to demonstrate solidarity with the people of Pittsburgh, particularly the city’s Jewish community; and

WHEREAS,
commentators who reported on the rampage often noted that the Squirrel Hill neighborhood had at one time been the actual neighborhood of Fred Rogers, host of “Mr. Rogers Neighborhood” on public television; one of Mr. Rogers’ most notable quotes was “when I was a boy and saw scary things in the news, my mother would say to me
 look for the helpers. You will always find people who are helping”; let us join countless other cities throughout our nation and across the world in letting Pittsburghers, particularly its Jewish community, know that we are ready to be their helpers with our prayers and solidarity; and
WHEREAS,
tolerance and respect for others are virtues that all people should adhere to; we are diminished as a people and nation if we countenance 
intolerance in any form; ours must truly be a nation of peace and respect of others; anti-Semitism has always been an evil and should be eradicated; in that spirit, the people of Jacksonville lament the tragic loss of life in Pittsburgh; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.
 The City Council does hereby lament the loss of life in Pittsburgh’s Tree of Life Synagogue and asserts our continued solidarity with America’s Jewish communities throughout the nation.
Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

  /s/ Margaret M. Sidman 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By: John J. Jackson, Council Research Division
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